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Synopsis

Learn all about Christopher Columbus’ early life at sea, which led him to seek fortune by sailing
west in hopes of creating new trade routes with the Indies. Kids will read about why he called
himself the "Great Admirald of the Seas" and learn of all his struggles to find finacial support for his

voyage.
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Who Was Christopher Columbus?Who Was Christopher Columbus?Who WasChristopher
Columbus?A tall man paced the deck of his ship. He and his men had been at sea for seventy days,
since August 3, 1492. They had sailed over 2,650 miles from Spain. Now, land had been spotted.
Had Christopher ColumbusA¢a -a,¢s dream to reach the Indies finally come true?For years he had
begged the rulers of Portugal and Spain to give him money for this journey. He wanted to find a
route from Europe to the Indies by sailing west. The Indies included China, Japan, and India. No
one had done this before.As the sun rose on October 12, 1492, Columbus and his crew made their

way to shore.Falling to his knees, he kissed the ground and cried. Oh, what riches awaited him! He



would return to Spain a hero.Columbus didnA¢a -4,¢t know that this was not the Indies. So where
was he? Columbus and his crew were on land that no one in Europe knew about. Christopher
Columbus had discovered a new world.Chapter 1An Explorer Is Bornin 1451, a boy named
Cristoforo Colombo was born in the city of Genoa, ltaly. In the English-speaking world, he is known
as Christopher Columbus.ChristopherA¢a -a,¢s father was a wool weaver. His mother was the
daughter of a weaver, and she helped with the work. It was expected that one day Christopher
would take over the family business.But young Christopher did not want to follow in his

fatherA¢a -4,¢s footsteps. He loved the sea, the smell of the salty air. He loved the way the wind
blew through his hair. Genoa was a busy port on the Mediterranean Sea. Christopher and his
younger brother, Bartolomeo, loved going down to the docks. They watched ships come into port,
bringing in goods such as silk, tea, and spices from the East. And they watched the ships leave,
loaded with wool, copper, tin, and weapons. Christopher hoped to work on one of those ships one

day.

This series is fabulous! These are short, fun, quick reads filled with TONS of information. Although
geared toward the 3rd-6th grade student, | have read these aloud to my younger children, pausing
now and again to answer questions & find that they too enjoy these books. Great for independent

reading, history assignments, or research papers. Would highly recommend these books.

Child love it, this collection is spectacular!!!!

Daughter loves the book, nice addition to the "Who Was" series

We used this book to do a Columbus Day lesson. It was easy to read, great length, and covered a
lot of information. We went on to make popsicle stick boats (Nina, Pinta, Santa Maria) to futher
enhance our Columbus Day experience and lesson. | love the Who Was? series of books for our

homeschool lessons!

This was a good book, but | think there were too many short and non-headed sentences. | still think

you should get this amazing biography!

Great.



Loved this book.

My 8 year old loves these books!
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